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SCENE 13

The Wedding-Night

There is a change of mood: a low light goes up on the forestage where the bridal bed can be seen, 

with a mosquito-net hanging from its four posts. The Weaver and the Princess sit on the floor at 

opposite ends of the bed. They both look glum and confused. (In the song that follows they are 

expressing their separate thoughts; it is not a dialogue.)
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The Weaver tries to climb up the bed. As the Princess reaches the 

end of her song, he falls catastrophically –1518
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The mosquito-net and the Weaver crash down, leaving him and the Princess on 

the floor. As if summoned by the crash, the Mosquitoes rush in and buzz round 

Rajah and the Princess as they struggle to extricate themselves.
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