
Web of Life: 
from Aardvark to Zinnia
A series of songs on the theme 
of biodiversity. Topics include 
the fi ve major extinction events, 
E.O. Wilson, protista, and a  mini 

opera about a tree in the Amazon rain forest! The three 
performances are presented with an accompanying slide-
show of children’s artwork and lyrics. APRIL 15, 21, 22.

Cambridge Science Festival Chorus

Family Opera 
Weedpatch: Hardship, laughter, and song in 

 Dustbowl-era California (World Premiere) 

Corporate Sponsorship
2018 Season

This fi rst-ever NCFO commission by Bill Harley and Paul 
Phillips is set at the historical Weedpatch School, built 
and run by Oklahoma migrants, who show resilience 
and humor in the face of poverty and hostility from the 
settled Californians. This fully-sung show is performed 
by an inter-generational cast and presented with side 
titles. MARCH 17, 18, 24, 25.

Texas
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Our members come from Boston, Cambridge, and neighboring com-
munities. Casts and crews are inter-generational with PARTICIPATION 
BY MULTIPLE FAMILY MEMBERS encouraged.

We MINIMIZE FEES AND TICKET PRICES so financial considerations 
do not prevent families from participating in a production or attending a 
performance. Corporate donations help support our performances, our 
community programs, and the development of new artistic works.

About North Cambridge Family Opera
SINCE 1999, North Cambridge 
Family Opera has brought togeth-
er trained and untrained voices of 
all ages, from 5 to 80, to create 
polished and compelling perfor-
mances for our community.

Our mission is to provide an opportunity for 
children and adults to experience the joy 
of TELLING STORIES THROUGH SONG 
by performing fully-sung original works.  
We produce universally appealing operas, 
science festival concerts, special musical 
events, and community activities where fam-
ilies perform together, thereby also support-
ing the composers and lyricists who create 
our music.

Flying High by Graham Preskett
and John Kane, 2012
Phot

Sponsorship Deadlines:  February 12, 2018 (opera)
(for Special Placement Ads) March 26, 2018 (sci fest)

For more information:  (617) 354-2797
     info18@familyopera.org
     www.familyopera.org

Rain Dance by Stuart Hancock
and Donald Sturrock, 2014

Powers 
of Ten 

by 
David 

Haines, 
2014



Make checks payable to:  NCFO

Mail payments to:   NCFO Ads and Sponsorships
     23 Norris Street
     Cambridge, MA  02140
NCFO is a 501(c)(3) non-profi t corporation organized in 2001. Our tax ID number is 31-1792599.

About three of this year’s artists

DAVID BASS is the founder and Ar-
tistic Director of NCFO. He has a 
doctorate in chemical engineering 
from MIT, but later returned to his fi rst 
love, composing. David wrote Space 

Opera to sing with his young children and friends, 
and in 1999 he founded NCFO to produce it (also 
performed in 2000, 2005, and 2011). He has writ-
ten three other family operas, The Coronation of 
Esther (2001),  Kids Court (2007/2015), and last 
year’s Springtime for Haman (2004/2010/2017).

Kids Court by David Bass
and John Kane, 2015

BILL HARLEY wrote the story and the lyrics for Weedpatch. 
A two-time Grammy award-winning artist, recipient of a 
Lifetime Achievement Award from the RI Council for the 
Humanities, and an NPR commentator, Bill writes songs 
and stories that paint a vibrant and hilarious picture of 

growing up, schooling and family life. His work spans the generation 
gap, reminds us of our common humanity, and challenges us to be our 
very best selves. A prolifi c author and recording artist, Bill tours nation-
wide as an author, performing artist and keynote speaker.

PAUL PHILLIPS wrote the music for Weedpatch. He is the 
Director of Orchestral Studies and Associate Professor of 
Music at Stanford University and is an acclaimed conduc-
tor, composer, pianist, and author who has conducted over 
60 orchestras worldwide and recorded 7 CDs for Naxos 

and other labels. His compositions, which have won numerous awards,
include orchestral works, a ballet, choral music, song cycles, chamber 
music, music for the stage, and several works for young audiences in 
collaboration with Bill Harley.



ncfoMaestro’s Circle $1,000 Opera or Science Festival
   $1,600 Both Opera and Science Festival
• Full-page ad in the program booklet(s)
• Recognition in the program booklet(s)
• Your company logo and link on our website home page
• Four VIP tickets to the opera and/or science festival chorus,
 with reserved seating, at the performance(s) of your choice
• Your company name and logo in promotional materials and advertising

NCFO Sponsorship Opportunities
- Generate goodwill and visibility for your company with local and 
 online audiences
- Sponsor a unique, valued and vibrant community arts organization
- Help develop children’s love of the arts, self-confidence, and 
 performance skills

Impresario’s Circle $2,500 Opera or Science Festival
   $3,500 Both Opera and Science Festival
• Full-page ad in a choice location in the program booklet(s)
• Recognition in the program booklet(s)
• Your company logo and link on our website home page
• Eight  VIP tickets to the opera and/or science festival chorus,
 with reserved seating, at the performance(s) of your choice
• Your company name on Weedpatch tickets (opera sponsors); 
 recognition in Cambridge Science Festival materials (science festival)
• Your company name and logo in promotional materials and advertising
• Recognition in the intermission announcement at the performances

Diva’s Circle  $500 Opera or Science Festival
   $800 Both Opera and Science Festival
• Full-page ad in the program booklet(s)
• Recognition in the program booklet(s)
• Your company name and link on our website event pages
• Two VIP tickets to the opera and/or science festival chorus,
 with reserved seating, at the performance(s) of your choice

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Photos by Lonnie Bass and David Rabkin


